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A SEHMON. 



Matthew z. 37. 



" HB THAT LOVBTH FATHER OB MOTHER MORE THAN MB, 18 NOT 
WORTHY OF ME ; AND HE THAT LOYETH SON OR DAUGHTER 
MORE THAN ME, IS NOT WORTHY OF ME." 

Independently of the muhitode of direct and incon- 
troy^rtible* declarations of Scripture, which establish, on 
a basis that*no humfm sophistry will ever be aUe to 
overthrow, that all^ixnportant truth, which Ibrms the 
foundation-stone of the whole fabric of Christianity — I 
mean tk% essential Deitj of the Son of GtMl^-there are 
numy indiveci a^id inferential argnments, that beasr npon 
this point, with a Ailness and a force so deli]^i^iilly 
convincing to a believer's heart, that, as far as his own 
foefings are concerned, he prefers them to more formal 
statements of the doctrine, however strong ; and wocdd 
be content to rest the whole weight of the cause on 
these more indirect, yet, if possible, more irresistible 
testimonies to the Godhead of his beloved and adored 
Redeemer. 

Among these, there is one implied in the words of 
the text, which appears to me ta rank pre-emin^itly 
high — ^namely, the demand which^ in those words, the 
Redeemer makes on the supreme affections of His fol- 
lowers — the requisition to be enthroned in their hearts 
as the object of their highest, deepest, most devoted love. 

It is manifest, from the whole testimony of Scripture, 
that this is precisely the demand made l^ Jehovah on 
his creatures — that the requisition of God to every dhild 
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of Adam is "Give me thine heart!" — and that the 
quarrel of God with the children of men is their refusal 
to comply with this most righteous requisition, and theif 
lavishing on the creature that supremacy of affection, 
which is the inalienahle prerogative of the ever-blessed 
God. 

This being the case, I cannot understand how any one, 
taking the Scripture as his guide, in the face of the ex- 
press declaration, that God is a jealous God, and will 
not give His glory to another, can suppose that He would 
allow one of His own creatures (for if the Redeemer be 
not the Creator, He must, however highly exalted, be 
but a creature) to usurp a prerogative, of which He* has 
declared Himself to be so jealous — as that of being loved 
with their whole heart, and soul, and strength, by the 
children of men ! I cannot understand on what principle 
it can be argued, that this jealous God would p^mit any 
created being thus to put himself forward, as claiming 
the supreme affections of the human heart ! I cannot 
persuade myself that the majesty of the Most High 
would thus stoop to share His. throne with the work of 
His own hai^ids ! 

To share the throne of man's heart — did I say ? Oh ! 
my friends, I shudder to give utterance to the thought, 
which yet I cannot conceal, that if Jesus be not Jekovah, 
the Creator must be subordinated to the creature, in His 
share. of man's affections ! Because, from the very con- 
stitution of man's nature, his heart must be most power- 
fully attracted towards the object, who has manifested 
towards him the most exalted and endearing display of 
^disinterested love — and what is the love, displayed in our 
creation, (immense as it unquestionably is,) when com- 
pared with that, which is displayed in our redemption ? 

In what a fearful struggle between gratitude and terror 
must therefore the life of that individual be held, who 
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deceives the atonement, but rejects the divinity, of the 
Son of God I 

When he ^nneighs together the ekims of his Creator 
and his Redeemer — ^the former, without a struggle, 
putting forth the energy of omnipotence for his creation 
— the latter, without a murmur, enduring the agonies of 
Calvary for his redemption — ^how awfiilly must he be ex- 
posed to the danger of breaking the first and great 
commandment, and loving the creature more than the 
Creator! How perpetually must he be watching his 
grateful emotions towards his Saviour, lest they run into 
a sinful excess ! How continually be keeping down the 
swellings of his heart, awakened by the contemplation of 
a Bedeemer^s love, lest they rise into the guilt of idolatry 
against his God ! 

Oh ! how different are the feelings of the believer, who, 
on the sure testimony of Scripture, receives, loves, and 
adores the Saviour as his Lord and his God ! His only 
fear is, that he can never love this Saviour-God as grate- 
fully, nor serve Him as devotedly, as he feels he ought 
to do. The majesty of the God of glory flings round the 
sufferings of the Man of sorrows a divine grandeur and 
attractiveness, which captivate his whole heart and life 
to the love and service of the God of his salvation : and 
all the glories of creative power, all the bounties of pro- 
vidential goodness, all the tenderness of redeeming love, 
and all the riches of renewing grace, combine to draw up 
every energy of his soul, and every affection of his heart, 
to the one supreme Source of all his blessings — ^his creat- 
ing, preserving, redeeming, and sanctifying God, the 
triune Jehovah, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost ! 

But though I could not refrain from bringing before 
your view the unanswerable argument for the Divinity of 
the Redeemer, which is supplied by the demand He 
makes, in the words of the text, to be loved above the 
dearest earthly object — as none should ever be loved but 
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God ; I do not purpose at present to dwell furthei* o» 
this point, but rather to direct your attention to the 
awful denunciation, pronounced by the Redeemer against 
the individual who does not thm loTe Him-^*' he is not 
worthy of me," — and endeavour to prove to you the 
strict justioe df this tremendous denunciation of our 
blessed Lord. 

And earnestly would I eoa3|ure all you« in this assem- 
bly, in whose hearts this supreme love of tbo Saviour 
has not yet been shed alnroad by the Holy Ghost, to 
make it, this day, the subject of fervent supplication, at 
the throne of grace, that the blessed Spirit would pour 
into your hearts that eonstraining love of Christ, without 
whidiy whosoever liveth is counted dead before God ! 

Here I would observe, that I do not n^ an to address 
myself, exclusively or primarily, to those who treat the 
Son of God, and His claims to their supreme ai&ctions, 
with open and avowed contempt — ^who reject with scorn 
His demand to be loved above every object which earth 
holds dear — ipid in utter defiance of His authority, and 
disregard of His love^ indulge in sins which even the 
world condemns. 

It were a very waste of time to labour to prove, that 
9uch despisers of a Saviour's love are not worthy of Him I 
— 'that those who love gross sins, more than Him> those 
who prefer a Barabbas to Jesus, cannot be Hia disciples, 
in such a sense as to entitle them to the promises of his 
Gospel — ^tbe blessings of bis salvation ! 

I would» on the present occasion, address myself more 
immediately to those, who, whether from the circum- 
stances of th^r station in society^^ or the influence of 
early education, or what I might caU— a purer moral 
taste, have been preserved from the pollution of grosser 
sins-^those« who, in public life> are distinguished by 
honourable principles, and, in private, by those attrac-- 
tive qualities, which eixdear them to all with whom they 
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come in contact — tibose, who chorish for all the objects 
of home the teaderest affection, delight to administer 
with unwearied assiduity to their happiness^ and dili- 
gently discharge, according to the worldly standard, 
eYery social and domestic duty ; and yet, with all that 
is honourable, and estimable, and loyeable about them, 
are altogether insensiUe to their obligations to a Re- 
deemer's lore — and withhold from Him that place of 
supremacy in their afSections, which He unquestionably 
demands, and as unquestionably deserves — and therefore^ 
because they love father, and mother, and all the objects 
of earthly love more than Him, are pronounced by his 
own Toioe — ^to be unworthy of Him ; and, while they 
continue in this state, cannot (in any saving sense) be 
His (HMciples. 

It may seem a startling expression-^but it is not the 
less true, that th^e is a sense, in which such characters 
oifer the Son of God a deeper, a more aggravated affiront, 
than even the horrible insult offered Him by the more 
profl^ate and profane. 

Is not the truth of this startling expression substan- 
tiated by the &Gt — ^that the profligate despisers of a 
Saviour's love place the Redeemer's claims on their 
grateful affections merely on the same footing with all 
other claims on their gratitude and their love» and tram- 
ple on all alike ; while the amiable despisers of His love, 
(if one may so call them) sinffle out the Saviour's claims 
as the object of their pecwHar contempt. Yes ! peculiar 
— for they willingly admit claims on their grateful love, 
similar to His in kind, but infinitely inferior in degree, 
when preferred by a f^ow-worm ; while they coldly re- 
ject His, which they cannot but eonfess to rise as much 
above those which the dearest earthly object can ad- 
vance as the majesty of the Godhead rises above the 
meanness of a worm of the dust I 
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Is there not son^ethmg pre-eminently afironting to 
rlim, in thus deliberately balancing, as it were, His de- 
mand on the heart, and that preferred by the objects of 
earthly a£Pection, and then practically deciding, that His 
do not deserve that recognition of their power and at- 
tractiveness, which is gladly awarded to theirs. 

And if the consciousness of refusing to admit, and to 
act upon the admission of their claims, would inflict the 
keenest reproaches of a self-condemning conscience — if 
not to love father or mother, or brother or sister, or wife 
or children, would be felt to Ornish matter for the 
deepest self-contem{>t, and self-abhorrence, oh ! is it not 
then offering an affront, the most monstrous in its base- 
ness of insolent ingratitude to the Son of God, to refuse 
to recognise His claims — to cherish no grateful sense of 
His love, and yet to feel no reproaches of an accusing 
conscience ! To go on through Ufe, with self-complacent 
satisfaction, not allowing .the happiness, derived from 
possessing, and requiting the esteem and affection of 
those around, to be for a moment interrupted by the 
stings of self-condemnation or self-contempt, for so in- 
sultingly despising the love, and rejecting the claims, of 
the Son of God ! 

To establish the painful position I have advanced, and 
to bring home the awful charge to the conscience of 
every individual in this congregation, who is a stranger 
to the power of a Saviour's love, I would observe, that 
there are three sources, from which love, considered 
as a sentiment, or principle, of pure rational affection,, 
originates in the human heart. 

The three sources to which I allude are — 1. The love 
of sympathy — 2. The love of gratitude — ^3. The love 
of moral esteem. 

In considering the deeply interesting subject before 
us, I need not attempt (were I even equal to the task) 



A SERMON. 9 

any philosophical or metaphysical investigation into the 
mysteries of the inner man — ^the wondrous mechanism, 
and secret workings of the human heart. It is suffi- 
cient that I appeal to your own experience for the justice 
of my ohservations ; for if these are echoed by the tes- 
timony of your own hearts, no arguments are required 
to substantiate their truth. 

I. — The Love of Sympathy. 

I would appeal to you, whose hearts are not hardened 
by that cold selfishness^ whose torpedo-touch benumbs 
every generous feeling, and ask you, if you are convinced, 
on indubitable testimony, that an individual loves you 
with the most ardent affection, does not this conviction 
awaken in your heart a spontaneous flow of sympathising 
love, independently of any benefit you hope to receive 
from that individual, or any substantial demonstrations 
of his love, which he may have displayed ? Does not 
the simple fact — that he feels a tender solicitude for 
your happiness, once it is cordially believed, secure to 
him in return the warm glow of grateful love ? 

I admit that this feeling may be modified, and greatly 
deepened or diminished by peculiar circumstances ; and 
it is manifest that the claims, which such love prefers 
on our grateful regard, will be immensely heightened, 
and will appeal to our hearts with proportionably in- 
creased force, if the love towards iis be manifested by 
one, of such exalted character and station, that the 
slightest notice from him must be regarded as a mark of 
high and most gratifying distinction ; and if it be purely 
disinterested, seeking exclusively to advance our welfare 
— and still more, if it be a love, which, in demonstra- 
tion of its disinterested desire to promote our happiness, 
has submitted to sufferings and sacrifices, of suck a 
character as to demand the strongest and deepest grati- 
tude, which the human heart can feel — ^in such a case 

a2 
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as this, you will at once allow, that meh love omqgbt to 
exeite in your breast towards tbe indiTidual, who haa 
manifested it, the most grateful affection of which your 
heart is susceptible; and it infallibly would excite it, 
were that individual a fellow^worm, and not the Son of 
God! 

Try, then, by each of these tests the claims of the 
Redeemer, and then decide, whether such a distinction 
is justifiable ; or whether^ on the other hand, He is en- 
til^Ied to be Wed with that supremacy of affection, which 
we hftve seen that He demands ? Are the claims on our 
gratitude preferred by the individuat who has mani- 
fested towards us the strongest and tenderest affection, 
proporti^fied t^ the dignity oi his character and station ? 
Then must not the claims of any created being, however 
exalted in these points, sink into utt^ insignificance, 
when compared with His^ who is the brightness of the 
Father's ^ory, and the express image of His person — 
the Lord of lord^ and King of kings — the mighty God 
— even God over all — ^blessed for evermore I Oh, surely 
you, who believe in the essential deity of the Son of 
God, caxmot hesitate to admit, that if you reject the 
Redeemer's claims on your affections, it cannot be, be- 
cause He is not of sufficient dignity, in point of character 
or station, to make His love deserving of being gratefully 
returned, or highly prized I 

Or is love valued, in proportion as it is disinterested ? 
Then assuredly, if ever there was disinterested love dis- 
played, it was that which burned in the bosom of the 
Son of God, and drew Him down from the glories of 
His heavenly throne to the degradation of the manger — 
the death of the cross ! Compared with this love, the 
most disinterested ever felt by mere man, is selfishness 
itself. True, there waa a joy set before the Son of God, 
for which He endured the cross, de^sing its sliame — 



V. 



A SERMON. II 

but wk^t was thot joy ? The salvation of staners ; the 
eternal happiness of those He died to sare ! 

Is tku the love, whdeb need shiink from a compari- 
Bon, IB point of generosity, with any earthly love ? If 
the ckima of this love on yo«ur heart's wannest affec* 
tions he lefused, while every other manifestation of pure 
disinterested love yon meet with is gratefnlly returned, 
what exense, I would solemnly ask yon, ar^ you pre^ 
pared to plead ? 

Or does the greatness of the sacrifieea made, the suf- 
ferings endured, testify to the greatness of the lotve, of 
which they are the proofs, and proportionably appeal to 
the most grateftil feelings of the human heart? I will 
not'^I daare 9ot — ^institute even a momentary compa* 
risoB hetwem the greatest possible saeri^s and suffer- 
ings^ by whieh a fellow-worm could prove his love for 
you, and the sacrifioes and sufferings by wfai^ the Son 
of God aetnaily A««, according to your own professed 
belief, proved for you His love ! You would yourselves 
be the first to condemn me, were I to attempt to draw 
5ueh a oompartson^--*unless indeed 'it were for the purpose 
of proving that, in ocnnparison of His, there are, there 
can be no claims on your affections, deserving of a single 
^ow of gratitude or k>ve^--aU others merge into such 
very nothtngness, when placed beside His. 

Now mark the oonse^ences, if these things indeed 
be tme ! If tbe clainis of the Saviour on your grateful 
love. In evety point of view, are thus proved to be car- 
ried to an inflmte extent, and raised to an inflnite degree 
of exaltation, above vrbat ean be advanced by any fellow- 
creature. Yum will you answer il to the 8m of God, if 
you admit such claims, when preferred by your fettow- 
worms, gladly respond to their demands, and gratefully 
return their endearing manifestations ; and, at the same 
time, eoldly or contemptuously reject ^m, grounded on 
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the Tery same basis, making the very same appeals, 
entitled to the very same return—on/^/ in an infinite 
degree ? What satisfactory reason will you be able to 
assign to Him, for treating His claims with such special, 
such studied insult? Have you any sufficient excuse 
for such peculiarity of affront to Him ? What is it, in 
His own character, or the character of His love, which 
justifies your .manifestly most monstrous ingratitude 
towards the Son of God ? 

II. — ^The love of gratitude for benefits 

RECEIVED. 

Now try, on this ground, the claims of the Son of 
God. Compare them with those of your greatest earthly 
benefactors, that is, in a vast majority of instances, of 
father and mother — for what other earthly love equals the 
tenderness and watchfulness of parental love — what other 
benefits equal those which we have received at a father's 
or a mother's hands ? Compare, then, even with those^ 
the claims of Jesus on your warmest gratitude, and must 
you not at once acknowledge the justice of the awful 
sentence of the text ? Must you not feel that Jesus is 
infinitely entitled to say, " Whosoever loveth father or 
mother more than me, is not worthy of me?" 

Surely, if you beUeve that you are indebted to Him for 
life, and every blessing of every kind which you enjoy — 
that the continuance of that life and those blessings is 
entirely owing to His preserving care — that the parents, 
whom you so tenderly love, and the affections, which link 
you to them in such endearing ties, and the happiness, 
which flows from your sweet intercourse with them, 
and with every other object round whom your heart has 
twined its fondest feelings — that all, all are the gifts 
.and tokens of Hie love — ^Oh ! surely you must admit, 
that your love for the dearest earthly objects most fear- 
fully aggravates your guilt in your ungrateful contempt 
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of your Redeemer' s love, even when you view Him only as 
your Creator and Preserver — ^the Source of all your sweet 
affections and enjo3rments — ^the Fountain from which all 
your earthly hlessings flow ! 

But come, I will show you greater things than these f 
Come and stand, in imagination, at the foot of Calvary's 
cross I Behold the Lord of Ufe — ^your Almighty Creator 
and Preserver, who has lavished on you, with the profuse 
prodigaUty of divine love, such unnumhered hlessings ! 
Behold Him as your Redeemer, ofPering up Himself as 
a sacrifice for your sins, pouring out His hlood amidst 
the most excruciating tortures of body, and yet more into- 
lerable anguish of spirit, for the redemption of your soul! 

Then look up to heaven ! Endeavour to grasp some 
conception of the blessedness of those spirits, who live 
in the light of God's countenance, and who know, that 
of a truth, '' in His presence there is fulness of joy, and 
at His right-hand pleasures for evermore." 

Then look down into hell ! Picture to yourself what 
must be the horrors of that place — " where the worm 
dieth not, and the fire shall not be quenched" — ^where 
(to sum up all its infinite extent of woe in one short 
sentence,) — '' God hath forgotten to be gracious, and 
His mercy is clean gone for ever !" And while the 
Hallelujahs of Heaven, and the waitings of Hell, seem 
to be together sounding in your ears, again turn your 
eyes to Calvary's Cross, and call to remembrance, that 
you are here to-day to avow your beUef, that the Sufferer, 
who there expired, endured its agonizing and ignomi- 
nious death, to save you from the eternal horrors of that 
Hell — to exalt yofu to the everlasting blessedness of that 
Heaven ! and then tell me, if any earthly benefactor has 
stronger claims on your gratitude, than are advanced by 
the Son of God ! Or rather say, does there not rise on 
your ears a voice from that cross, on which the Son of 
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God expired, which cries out, with unutterable solemnity 
of appeal to every human heart, " Whoso loreth father 
or mother, or brother or sister, or wife or children, more 
than me, is not worthy of me, and cannot be my 
disciple ?" 

But perhaps you will say, it is superfluous in me thus 
to be setting forth the superiority of the Saviour's ckims 
on your gratitude, to those which any earthly benefactor 
can advance — since you willingly admit it in the fullest 
extent. 

Theu see, by your own admission, in what an awful 
condition you stand before a heart-searching God ! 

'Hie claims of every earthly bene&ctor are cordially 
recognised, his benefits thankfidly acknowledged, and 
himself gratefully loved ! The claims of this Divine 
. Benefactor — the Son of Grod, admitted by yourself to be 
infinitely superior to what any earthly benefactor can 
advance, are not thus reeognizod» JJis benefits are thauk'^ 
lessly received, and Himself rejected and despised ! I 
cannot forbear again asking you^ is there any satisfactory 
reason you can assign for ihu9 treating Him, and His 
claims ? Are you prepared with arguments He will be 
satisfied with, to prove that you are justified in thus 
singling out Him, as the onfy benefactor, whose love 
deserves no grateful return, and whose benefits are en- 
titled to no tribute of thankftilnesa— no offering of praise? 
Whatever be those argnm^ts, this at least cannot be 
one, that the benefits you have received from him are 
too tr^if^, to entitle Him to the place He claims in 
the grateftd affections of your heart ? 
llh-^Tnis Loyn of morax, esteem. 
Here I would again appeal to your own experience. 
Does not loveliness of character, in an eartUy object, 
command your esteem, and win your affection ? And 
if, among your earthly fnends, there be one, distin- 
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guished for every exalted and endeiuring quali^^ which 
can inyest the human chftracter with digaitj and attrac- 
tivenessy does not your heart willingly pay to that bright 
pattern of excellence the ccN*dial homage of esteem and 
love ? Here again I feel I would aaij insult your under-^ 
standings^ and waste your time, hy labouring to prQve» 
that the character of the S(m of God is as immeasurably 
superior^ in every attribute which can command eateem» 
or win affecti(m, to the most exalted earthly character^ aa 
the heavens are higher than the earths 

You believe that the character of Jesus is the cha* 
racter of God. This simple £act annihilates the very 
idea of competition ; and would make the attempt at a 
lengthened proof of the superiority of the Saviour^s 
character over the brightest exhibition of mere human 
excellence, almost to border upon blasphemy. 

Is it well then, I would ask you« to withhold from Him, 
on this ground also, that homage of heart» which you so 
gladly pay to every earthly character, that prefers just 
claims to your esteem and love ? Is it well to honour 
with the tribute of your affectionate and rever^tial 
regards every character that you are acquainted with^ 
which is entitled to such a tribute, except the character 
of Jesus Christ? Is it what you can satisfactorily 
explain or excuse, that you should admire and love all 
that is attractive, and estimable, and loveable, whtrever 
you meet with these attributes, except when you find 
them all otmcentrated, in full and perfect glory, in the 
Son of God? Is there, I would again and again repeat 
the solemn question, is there any sufficient reason, 
why you should thus, in every conceivable way, single 
out the Saviour, as the object of your peculiar, especial, 
exclusive contempt ? 

I have dwelt the more anxiously on this view of the 
subject, because I am aware there is a general tendency 
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among those who do not adopt the scriptural standard 
in forming their judgment, to think and speak of such 
characters as I have described, as if they were entitled 
to the name and privileges and hopes of the Christian, 
even though confessedly uninfluenced by a supreme 
love to Christ. There is a great reluctance, sometimes 
secretly cherished, sometimes openly avowed, to regard 
such amiable and attractive individuals, as lying under 
the sentence of God's righteous reprobation, and exposed 
to His eternal wrath — ^though it is so expressly declared 
in Scripture,* ** If any man (there is no exception made 
in favour of the most moral, upright, or amiable cha- 
racter upon earth) — "if any man love not the Lord 
Jesus Christ, let him be anathema" — accursed of God ! 
As, therefore, I would be free from the guilt of "unfaith- 
fulness to your immortal souls, I must declare my solemn 
conviction, based on the incontrovertible testimony of 
the word of God, that not merely does such amiability 
of character, such recognition of the claims of earthly 
objects on the gratitude, esteem, and love of the human 
heart, form no extenuation of the guilt of ungrateful con- 
tempt of a Saviour's claims — ^but that they actually form 
a most fearM aggravation of that guilt. So that, if you, 
to whom these observations apply, are summoned into 
His presence, without His claims on your supreme affec- 
tions having been acknowledged, and allowed to exercise 
their legitimate influence over your heart and life, every 
throb of affection you have ever felt for any earthly 
object, every glow of gratitude you have ever cherished 
for any earthly bene&ctor, every sentiment of esteem 
you have ever entertained for any earthly character, will 
rise up in judgment against you, and condemn you of 
the most aggravated ingratitude and insult to the Son 
of God 1 



* 1 Cor. xvi. 22. 
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But perhaps some of you will ask, " how may I know 
whether this sin of not loving the Saviour^ is thug 
ehargeahle on me V To assist you in determining this 
point, I would ohserve, that you may come to a dedsive 
' conclusion, hy watching the workings of genuine affec- 
tion towards a heloved earthly object — because love, 
when real, is imiformly attended with certain results, so 
inseparably connected with it, that their absence infaU 
libly proves the absence of real affection, whatever may 
be pretended or professed. 

If you really love parents, or others who are deservedly 
dear to you, it will follow, by inevitable consequence, that 
you will seek after, and delight in, their society; and when 
they are separated from you, you will fondly remember 
them, and love to speak of them, and dwell with pleasure 
on whatever places or objects recall them to your recol- 
lection, and look forward with delight to the prospect of 
reunion with them — and you will read with gladdened 
heart any communication you may receive from them — 
whatever they love, will be dear to you, for their sake — 
you will feel a hvely interest in whatever interests 
them — to please them will be to you the source of purest 
pleasure — to give them pain, would be to wound your 
own heart, which will ever find its sweetest happiness 
in seeking, by every means within your reach, to admi- 
nister to theirs. 

Now try by these tests the state of your heart tovrards 
the Son of God — for though His being invisible to the 
eye of sense may modify the manner, in which these 
feelings may be expressed, it can form no possible impedi- 
ment to the existence of the feelings themselves, and 
therefore no reason why these tests should not apply, in 
determining the question, whether the Saviour be really 
loved, or not. 

Do you then dehght in His society, and holding com- 
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imnuon wiih Mm, in secret fvajer 1 In solitude, is jour 
meditatiott «f HiiQ» and all His l^ni^-kindoess, sweet 
to your soul? Do yoa fesad» with a glad and grateful 
lieui» tltts hkssed book, beoanse it testifies of Him, of 
his lov€u his charaeter, lua promises^ bis grace, his 
glory 7 Boea His yery naaie souz^ as the sweetest nuisic 
to jowr ears? And are His house, his uunisters. his 
peofiLe^ bis ordiuaaees, and whatever belongs to him, 
dear asid pnseious to yoi^ for his sake ? Do you love to 
plead His cause with those who are rejecting his claims, 
snd to join with bis people in .speaking gratefully c^ his 
goodAcas, and joyfully singing his praise ? Are the ser- 
vices of the Sabbath approached with affectionate glad- 
ness of ^irit;^ because in them you hope to meet with 
Him, to heikr scnne whispmngs of his Toice, and catch 
some glimpses of his glory, in his sanctuary ? When 
called i^Km to commemorate His dying love, do you de- 
light to do this, in remembrance of Him 1 Do you look 
£M*ward with joyful anticipation to the day of His glorious 
appearing, and are you hving in a state of habitual 
psi^aredness fox thajb day ? And while resolved to make 
mention of no r^bteousness, and trust in no merits, but 
His for justification, is it your dearest desire to testify 
your love for Him, by the only unequivocal proof, even 
by keeping his commandments ; abstaining from sin in 
every shape, because of its hatefulness in his si^t; 
and consecrating all your time and talents, wealth and 
influence, to the upholding of his interests, and the 
advanoemcttt of bis cause ? Is the promotion of His 
glory tho paramount object at which you aim ; and the 
smile of his approbation the brightest reward, to which 
you aspire ? If these things be so, you love the Lord 
Jesus, in ainoerity and truth. If uot, is it not a very 
mockery to profess to love Him, I do not say^ above 
father or mother — but, to profess to love Him at all ? 



A SERMON. 19 

Would 3rou not feel it to l>e « mockery to pretead to love 
a feUow-ereatxEre, vihsn^'Qn j£dniot€xpeneBce or exhibit 
towards him a siagle proof of gcsraine affection ? And 
why should you o£Bef to the Savioitr^ nnder the imaae of 
kn^e, what you voidd despise youeself £» offering to a 
feilow-worm 1 Or why shonld you expert Him to he 
satisfied with what ^/eUcBa-warm would justly leject witiii 
contempt ? 

How fearful then would foe your eonditioB, even if 
the Saviour wonld be aatis&ed with as mu^ love as you 
feel ibr the dearest object of your eartUy affections. 
But, remnnher Jesus daiins> aftd will not be ocmt'eiit 
with h^s thaa sueh a supremacy in your i^ections^ that 
your love for the dearest earthly ol]^ct8 Hiight be called 
hatred* in comparison of your love for Him ; and one 
glance at who He is, and iHbat Gelhsemane and Calvary 
tcB you of His love, must eonvince you that this his 
daim is infinitely jusi. What then mu^ be your oqh* 
dition, if not merdy you do not love Him more than, yea 
not even equally with, the objeets of earthly affection, 
(and tve» this, would not satisfy him,) but do not iove 
Him at all? Oh! is not this emphatically to sii^Ie 
Him out for the most especial insult ? 

Oidy coDceiTe, too, how the insult thus offered him, 
by this singHng out of his dasms on your love, as the 
only claims you refiise to recogiuse, is aggravated by 
these two ooosideratiomi. First, that your grateful love, 
with its genuine fruits of acceptable obedience, devoted- 
ncss, and zeal, is the only return He asks for all the 
sufferings He endured, all the sacrifiGes He submitted to» 
in testimony (^ his love for you; and secondly, that 
such is His essential glory and loveliness, whether viewed 
in the majesty of his godhead, or the tenderness of his 
humanity, that you ought to regard the permission to 

« Luke ziv. 26. 
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love Him, as an act of the most gracious condescension 
on His part, and as confttring o% you the highest honour 
and happiness, of which your nature is susceptible. 

Now surely, under 9uch circumstances, to reject the 
Saviour's claims, to refuse to render Him the tribute of 
your love, presents the most hideous compound of ingra- 
titude, meanness, baseness, and whatever is most odious 
and contemptible, when viewed in the Ught of Scripture 
and of truth ! And however possible it is proved to be 
by daily experience, that characters universally esteemed 
and loved, as excellent and amiable in the eye of the world, 
can be guilty of this most monstrous treatment of Him, 
whose followers they profess to be ; yet assuredly such 
characters must appear, in the eye of God, invested with 
a peculiar aspect of the most aggravated and inexcusable 
guilt towards His beloved Son ; and must, as such, be 
exposed to the heaviest visitations of His wrath, for 
treating with such utterly inexcusable contempt, what 
He intended as the greatest possible display of His love. 
His own, and only Son ! I press this point the more 
urgently, because it is so often asked, by those who do 
not weigh the matter in the balance of the sanctuary, 
^' Are such characters as I have described, meet com- 
panions for those abandoned and accursed spirits, whose 
depravity they loathe, and from whose society they would 
shrink, with instinctive and invincible abhorrence?" 

To this I would answer, by another question, suggested 
by the subject we have been engaged in contemplating — 
''Are such characters meet to be partakers of the com- 
panionship of that Saviour, whose claims they have 
treated with such contempt, and for whose society they 
have never felt the least degree of relish ?" Yea ! iur- 
ther, I would ask, could the society of that despised 
Saviour, were they even permitted to enjoy it for eternity, 
prove to them any thing else than a source of eternal 
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weariness and disgust ; and must not the stinging con- 
sciousness of their hase ingratitude, and aggravated 
insults towards Him, in their contemptuous rejection of 
his claims on their affections, render the presence of 
their insulted Benefactor insup^ortahly painful to their 
spirits, turning heaven itself with them into a very hell ! 
Oh ! if there he here any such professing Christians 
as I have deUneated, any who love every Mend, every 
benefactor, every loveahle character with which they are 
acquainted, except the Son of God — I would most affec- 
tionately and solemnly conjure them to weigh this con- 
sideration with the deepest attention. I would say to 
them, '^ Is it not a fearful thing volimtarily to continue in 
a state, in which, if death, or the appearance of the 
Saviour, coming in His glory^ were suddenly to surprise 
you, you would be incapable of deriving happiness from 
that Saviour's presence in heaven, were you even per- 
mitted to dwell there with Him for ever?" And to 
bring your state, on this subject, to a decisive test, just 
suppose for a moment, an angel were this instant to ap- 
pear, and announce to you, "This night you shall see 
Jesus Christ, face to face !" — Oh ! tell me, what would 
be your feelings, on hearing this announcement ? Would 
you anticipate the approaching meeting with the Saviour, 
with one passing gleam of pleasurable feeUng ? Or would 
the prospect overwhelm your soul with a terrible weight 
of anguish and alarm, at the thought of looking in the 
face of the Son of God ? And would you be able to 
derive the smallest measure of consolation, (to mitigate 
the alarm, awakened by the anticipation of the approach- 
ing interview with your despised and insulted Saviour,) 
from the love you had felt through hfe for the different 
objects of your earthly affections ? Or rather would not 
this very love be then felt to be, what in truth (as we 
have already shown) it is, a deep aggravation of your 
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gaih, ia hariiig treated His love as you have done? 
And would you not shudder at the prospect of aH eternity, 
thus opening on yoor view, throu^ whose countless ages 
you would be tormented with the one harrowing reflec- 
tion, from whose agonizix^ reproadies you woidd never 
be able for one moment to escape,—" Why — ^why dui I, 
who tveated all earthly lov^ and daims, with such 
grateful reoognition, to&y did I treat a Saviour's love, 
a Siwion/s claims, with such especial^ such exclusive 
eontempt, while I sojourned upon earth !" 

Oh ! surely this would foe a worm, preying on your 
lost soul, whose gnawings mu9i be everlastinff^-^hecemsey 
unless your spirit itself could cease to exist, this source 
ai slec^kss agony could never die ! Reflect ! oh, veflect, 
what a fearM tormentor will memory, recallmg every 
despised invitation of that amaadng love, prove to the lost 
soul, through a woe^wom eternity ! 

But I cannot conclude with appealing to your fears 
alone, by thus setting before you the terrors of the Lord. 
There is an appeal of another kind, which, I cttmot but 
cling to the hope, will have more influence over hearts 
like yours. 

Look back on your past life ! Look into the recesses 
of your soul I Reflect on the treatment, which the Son 
of God has hitherto experienced at your hands ! Con- 
skier, has He deserved it? Consider also, what treat- 
ment you have a right to expect irom Him ! And tken, 
when these refleedons are filling your soul with unutter- 
able anguish and terror, tken hear the message I am 
commissioned, by this insulted Saviour, this day, to 
deliver to you in His name ! 

Come to Him ! Cast yourselves at the foot of His 
cross ! Pray fervently that the Holy Spirit would enable 
you to throw open your hearts, and to welcome Him — 
even a Saviour-God, as your dearest friend— your right* 
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fttl SoiicereigB, who is bence&rth to veside aod veign tlieve^ 
in deserved siapremaiey, ioTed aboee hihm or mo^ker^ or 
brother or sister, cnr vn£6 or ciiSdren ! 

Come to Him ! eheerfnlly ooofiding in faissIl^afficieBt 
saerifiee, for tile pardon of all your past xngsatitade and 
insults ; and heartily desirous, and determifled, in His 
strength, to surrender up yoursehres, soid and body, to 
his service^ henceforth, and for Bwer I Do this, and Bot 
merely am I waffanted to tell you, that He wiM fireely 
fbi^e yon an t^at is past, and never once reproach you 
for all the years of contemptuous treatment He has met 
\nth at your hands; but further I am fMrivileged to 
assure you, that there is not a Messing which His blood 
has purchased«--4here is not a manifestatioB of His kind- 
ness which his lovie can bestow, that He will not with the 
most cordiid dehght, and the most generous liberalily, 
lavisk on you 1 amching yoo, during the entire period 
of your eardily pilgri»i^, with idl the uaaearchahle 
riches of His grace, and crowning you, when that pi^rim* 
age is past, with a crown of gloiy that fadeth not away. 

Once more then, this day, does this compassionaite 
Saviour beseech of you to come to Him, that He may 
bless you with all the blessings, which He has bought 
for his own people with his own most preeious blood ] 
Oh ! say not again, as you have so often said before, to 
a beseeching Saviour — " Go thy way fortes time — ^when 
I have a convenient season, I will call for thee !" Surely 
surely, the time past of your life may suffice for you tku» 
to have rejected the beseeching supplications of a Saviour's 
voice! 

Say not, on the other hand, it is now too late, — ^I have 
insulted the Saviour too long, too deeply, too provokingly, 
ever to be pardoned ! I could not dare to go to Him, 
and ask him for the most precious blessings in his power 
to bestow ! I could not dare to hope He would listen to 
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the voice of my prayer ! Ring away from you, with 
abhorrence, this accursed suggestion of Satan ! It dis- 
honours and displeases the Redeemer more than all your 
past provocations have done ! BeUeve me, there is no 
length, or depth, or breadth, or height of provocation or 
transgression, which the immeasurable boundlessness 
of a Redeemer's love cannot pardon — which the infinite 
efficacy of a Redeemer's blood cannot blot out. 

Nor again say, your heart is as hard as the nether- 
mill-stone, and you cannot soften it ! True — you can- 
not ! But cannot Grod the Holy Spirit take away that 
heart of stone, and give you a heart of flesh ? Cannot 
that Blessed Spirit, whose especial office it is to testify of 
Christ, and make Him precious to the sinner's soul, make 
Him precious beyond all price, to thine? And can- 
not you, when you return home, retire to your chamber, 
and there, humbly and earnestly, entreat the Father of all 
raerdes, for His dear Son's sake, to give you such a heart, 
a heart broken and contrite under the sense of forsaken 
and forgiven sin ; and softened, and made susceptible, by 
divine grace, of the celestial impress of a Saviour's 
image — the sanctifying influences of a Saviour's love ? 

Thus once more does Jesus invite you to acknowledge 
His claims on your gratitude — ^to accept the blessings of 
the Gospel of his grace. If you refuse this invitation, 
the last perhaps that ever He will make you — tf, did I 
say ? — Oh ! may God, in ffis infinite mercy, forbid, that 
you should add to all your past offences against Him, 
this yet most a^ravated of all — another deUberate, care- 
less, or contemptuous rejection of such a Saviour's invi- 
tations, of such a Saviour's claims ! 

THE END. 

DuUia : Frinted by J. 8. Folds,. S05, and Fatton. 5, Bachelor's-walk. 
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